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MMCmmM FOR* Chief, Analyst# Branch, W/CB 

FROM s Chief, Publications Staff, ORR 

mmmi s Release of CIA/RR OM 62-5, The Struggle 

for Jordan Waters, May 1962, Confidential, 
to Foreign Governments 


i„ it is requested that tlie attached copies of subject report 
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May 1962 


THE STRUGGLE FOR JORDAN WATERS 
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

OFFICE OF RESEARCH AND REPORTS 


WARNING 

This material contains information affecting the National Defense of the United States within 
the meaning of the espionage laws, Title 18, USC, Secs. 793 and 794, the transmission or 
revelation of which in any manner to an unauthorized person is prohibited by law. 
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THE STRUGGLE FOfiTjORDAN WA^j^ oved p or 

The first segment of the Israeli National Water Conduit, which will extend from 
the upper Jordan Valley to the Negev Desert In the South, Is scheduled to receive 
water pumped from lake Tiber las in late 1963. Progress on the construction of major 
features of the conduit appears to Justify Israeli confidence that the schedule will 
he met. With the completion of this segment, Jordan water will, for the first time, 
be transported beyond the limits of the Jordan Valley. The Arab states are firm in 





tributary, has an average flow of 250 million cu m per year. Because the Dan rise 
on the Syr lan- Israel' border, its use could not effectively be denied to Israel. 
The Hasbanl River flowing from Lebanon and the Banias River rlBlng In Syria each 
contribute 157 million cu m per year. Denial of Hasbani and Banias rater could re 
duce the flow of the Jordan River north of Banat Jacub Bridge by about one -half. 
States of the Arab Bloc have held extended discussions over proposals to divert 
these headraters and several plans have been set forth. To date, no real attack 
has been made on the engineering problems involved or on sources of funds for thes 
retaliatory ventures. 


e lacking for both proposals. 


Any scheme to divert the tributaries of the Jordan from their natural watershed 
would be costly and would provide scant economic return to Arab nations, even Jor- 
dan. Lebanon, already heavily committed in the Litani River Project, end Syria, 
whose hope for irrigation lies in a dam on the Euphrates River, will be hard presse 
to find funds for the diversion of the Jordan River. In Arab deliberations over 
diversion of the raters of the lasbani and Banias Rivers, however, political mo- 
tives are likely to take precedence over economic considerations. 


_ .1 optimistically in Israel l 
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xercise precaution to maintain a high water level and a 
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iver rater outside the Jordan Valley remains unaltered. 
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